
 

Southern Nazarene University is proud to be the recipient of a fiveðyear TRiO 

grant from the US Department of Education to fund the Ronald E. McNair Post-

Baccalaureate Achievement  Program (McNair Scholars).   The McNair Schol-

ars Program, currently completing its first year at SNU,  was created by the 

government to help encourage and prepare promising students from under-

privileged backgrounds for graduate school education.  The ultimate goal is to 

increase the number of first-generation and underrepresented persons in the 

professorate.  

Students admitted to the program are highly motivated, goal-driven and disci-

plined sophomores, juniors and seniors with aspirations for academic careers 

in which the Ph.D. is required.  

One of the programõs primary goals is to provide students with research oppor-

tunities that will prepare them for the rigors of graduate work.   This research 

is conducted under the mentorship of an experienced scholar in the field.  In 

addition, students participate in seminars concentrating on the development of 

oral and written communications skills, preparing for graduate school, and 

obtaining graduate school funding.  

Additional benefits include GRE preparation, assistance with applying to gradu-

ate school, paid travel to professional and research conferences, and summer 

research opportunities to help build skill in research methods. Also, scholars 

receive a research stipend for the successful completion of each milestone in 

the research process.  

SNU is one of only four universities in Oklahoma to be awarded the federal 

grant, and the only private institution in the state.  Nation-wide there are 190 

McNair programs serving over 5,000 students. 

The program is named for Dr. Ronald E. McNair, a physicist and astronaut who 

overcame a disadvantaged background to achieve success in academics and 

career, and was the second African-American to fly in space. He was killed 

aboard the space shuttle Challenger in 1986. 

If you know a student who is serious about pursuing graduate-level education 

and who particularly has an interest in research, encourage her/him to apply 

for the McNair Program.  Application and program information available 

online at www.snu.edu/mcnair or by e-mailing mcnair@snu.edu. 
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òResearch is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose. It is a 
seeking that he who wishes may know the cosmic secret of the world and they 
that dwell therein.ó Zora Neale Hurston 

At the end of the summer research institute, students were ready to present 

their research at the first annual McNair Summer Research Reception on July 

18th in the Heritage Room at SNUõs Webster Commons Center.  Students 

prepared for this main event by attending a pre-research presentation work-

shop to learn strategies for developing and delivering an effective presenta-

tion.  During this session, students received constructive feedback on their 

presentation skills, and they learned how to anticipate and field questions 

about their research.  

At the research reception, scholars presented the results of their summer 

research projects in the presence of a combined audience of SNU faculty, 

staff, mentors, advisors, and fellow McNair students. The reception opened 

with a poster session, which allowed students to discuss the details of their 

research with interested conference participants. The poster session was then 

followed by opening remarks from the McNair program director. After-

wards, other McNair scholars presented their research through oral presen-

tation, and answered questions about their findings. Following the final oral 

presentation, closing remarks were given by the Vice Provost for Academic 

Administration.  

Overall, the research reception was a great success in helping scholars gain 

valuable exposure to the research and academic environment. Scholars 

learned from the faculty, staff, and mentors, as well as from each other about 

what is needed to consistently produce quality research. 

SUMMER RESEARCH EXPERIENCE  

SNU SUMMER RESEARCH RECEPTION 

SNU commenced its first 8-week sum-

mer research institute in May of 2008. 

During the program, scholars per-

formed in-depth research under the 

auspices of their faculty mentors. 

Conducting summer research pro-

vided the scholars with appropriate 

experience in research methodology 

and data analysis. In addition, students 

learned how to draw conclusions 

based on empirical data, and gained 

experience in reporting their findings 

through written and oral communica-

tion.   

Each week, scholars attended work-

shops and met with their faculty men-

tors to broaden their understanding of 

the research process. In addition, they 

sought to deepen their knowledge 

about graduate funding, program 

selection, and admissions procedures. 

Also, scholars completed a practice 

GRE session, and assessed their 

strengths and limitations so as to fos-

ter improvement in deficient areas.  

SUMMER RESEARCH 

INSTITUTE 

The McNair Scholars Pro-

gram at Southern Nazarene 

University (SNU) was 

proud to present the first 

annual Summer Research 

Institute Closing Reception 

on Friday, July 18 from 2- 

4 pm in the Heritage Room 

at Webster Commons on 

the campus of SNU. 

The Summer Research In-

stitute is the realization of 

one of the programõs essen-

tial goals, which is to help 

scholars build the necessary 

skills and confidence to 

pursue graduate study in 

their fields of interest.  
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Scholar  Major  Mentor  Research Topic  

Lauren Brand History  Dr. Dennis Williams  A History of Wheatland, Oklahoma  

Megan Cole English Education  Dr. Pamela Bracken From Printing Press to Wii: The Evo-

lution of Narrative  

Karen Ferguson Organizational Leadership Prof. Loral Henck  Success of Trio Programs 

Kristen Holmes  Organizational Leadership Dr. Cathy Hutchings -Wedel Difference in Employee Satisfaction 

�/�H�Y�H�O�V���%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���/�L�J�K�W�K�R�X�V�H��
Harbor and Small Society Child Care 

Centers 

Jennifer Kemp Biology NARCH Research Fellowship 

(University of Oklahoma)  

A Study of Mcl-�������¶-Untranslated Re-

gion Translation and Stability with 

CUGBP2 

Aaron Mora  Pre-Physical Therapy Dr. Sylvia Goodman Effects of the Family on Overall 

Health  

Aaron Pope Theology/Philosophy  Dr. Brint Montgomery  Our Gods and Our Lands:  An Essay 

on Native American Metaphysics 

Becky Poindexter Nursing  Dr. Carol Dorough A Descriptive Study of Adult Health 

Literacy on a College Campus 

Judy Smith  Organizational Leadership Dr. Jane Humphries  Measuring the Level of Equine Inter-

est in Inner City Children  


