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SOUTHERN NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
One Hundred Nineteenth Commencement
Saturday, December 4, 2021
Ten O’clock A.M. - Sawyer Center

*PROCESSIONAL
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar
Prof. Tim Marek
Adjunct Professor, School of Music

FLAG BEARERS
SNU Vets Center

MACE BEARER
Dr. Kep Keoppel
Professor, School of Education

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Terry Rowland
Chair, Board of Trustees

SCRIPTURE READING
Ephesians 3:16-21
Ms. Rosario Garcia
Class of 2017
TRIO Finance Literacy Specialist

*INVOCATION
Ms. Youmi Carroll
Parent of Graduate

*HYMN
“Joy to the World”
Dr. Jim Graves
Associate Professor, School of Music / Director

GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Keith Newman
University President

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Ms. Amy Downs
Class of 2006 and 2009
CEO, Allegiance Credit Union

HONORS AND RECOGNITIONS
Dr. Tim Eades
Provost

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Dr. Tim Eades

AWARDING OF DEGREES
Dr. Keith Newman

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES
Dr. Lena Crouso

Vice President for Intercultural Learning and Engagement



ALUMNI INDUCTION
Rev. Larry Morris
Vice President of External Relations

SNU ALMA MATER

Dr. Jim Graves

*BENEDICTION
Ms. Salina Hawley
Parent of Graduate

RECESSIONAL
Board of Trustees, faculty and platform personnel will recess in a line of march.
Graduates and guests will be dismissed at the conclusion of the recessional.

GUEST DISMISSAL
Dr. Dennis Williams
Vice President of Strategy and Innovation

*Audience please stand as you are able.

JOY TO THE WORLD ALMA MATER
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719 Words: Adopted 1940;
Mousic: George Frederick Handel, 1741; Revised by . Michael Crabtree (1986),
arr. by Lowell Mason, 1848 Music: H.S. Thompson (1857)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! VERSE 1
Let earth receive her King! Of all the schools in this fair land
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, There’s one whose name we praise,
and heav’n and nature sing, She’s founded on ideals of right,
and heav’n and nature sing, To her our songs we raise.
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. (to Chorus)
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! VERSE 2
Let men their songs employ, We'll work for her, we'll fight for her,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Be loyal, brave, and true,
repeat the sounding joy, We'll bring her fame and grace her name
repeat the sounding joy, In everything we do.
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. (to Chorus)
He rules the world with truth and grace, VERSE 3
and makes the nations prove Though many ways our paths may lead
the glories of His righteousness When we from school depart,
and wonders of His love, Let faith in God now burning bright
and wonders of His love, Remain in every heart.
and wonders, wonders of His love. (to Chorus)
CHORUS

Alma Mater, Alma Mater,
Hail, all hail to you.
Red and white stand for the light
Of dear old SNU.



SOUTHERN NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
One Hundred Nineteenth Commencement
Saturday, December 4, 2021
Two O’clock PM. - Sawyer Center

*PROCESSIONAL
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar
Prof. Tim Marek
Adjunct Professor, School of Music

FLAG BEARERS
SNU Vets Center

MACE BEARER
Dr. Kep Keoppel
Professor, School of Education

WELCOME AND INDRODUCTIONS
Dr. Terry Rowland
Chair, Board of Trustees

SCRIPTURE READING
Ephesians 3:16-21
Ms. Rosario Garcia
Class of 2017
TRIO Finance Literacy Specialist

*INVOCATION
Mr. Chuck Lewis
Spouse of Graduate / Class of 1984

*HYMN
“Joy to the World”
Dr. Jim Graves
Associate Professor, School of Music / Director

GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Keith Newman
University President

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Ms. Amy Downs
Class of 2006 and 2009
CEO, Allegiance Credit Union

HONORS AND RECOGNITIONS
Dr. Tim Eades
Provost

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Dr. Tim Eades

AWARDING OF DEGREES
Dr. Keith Newman

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES
Dr. Lena Crouso

Vice President for Intercultural Learning and Engagement



ALUMNI INDUCTION

Rev. Larry Morris
Vice President of External Relations

SNU ALMA MATER

Dr. Jim Graves

*BENEDICTION
Dr. Stephoni Case
Professor, Program Director Doctor of Education in Administration and Leadership

RECESSIONAL
Board of Trustees, faculty and platform personnel will recess in a line of march.
Graduates and guests will be dismissed at the conclusion of the recessional.

GUEST DISMISSAL
Dr. Dennis Williams
Vice President of Strategy and Innovation

*Audience please stand as you are able.

JOY TO THE WORLD ALMA MATER
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719 Words: Adopted 1940;
Mousic: George Frederick Handel, 1741; Revised by J. Michael Crabtree (1986),
arr. by Lowell Mason, 1848 Music: H.S. Thompson (1857)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! VERSE 1
Let carth receive her King! Of all the schools in this fair land
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, There’s one whose name we praise,
and heav’n and nature sing, She’s founded on ideals of right,
and heav’n and nature sing, To her our songs we raise.
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. (to Chorus)
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! VERSE 2
Let men their songs employ, We'll work for her, we'll fight for her,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Be loyal, brave, and true,
repeat the sounding joy, We'll bring her fame and grace her name
repeat the sounding joy, In everything we do.
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. (to Chorus)
He rules the world with truth and grace, VERSE 3
and makes the nations prove Though many ways our paths may lead
the glories of His righteousness When we from school depart,
and wonders of His love, Let faith in God now burning bright
and wonders of His love, Remain in every heart.
and wonders, wonders of His love. (to Chorus)
CHORUS

Alma Mater, Alma Mater,
Hail, all hail to you.
Red and white stand for the light
Of dear old SNU.
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Karissa Ann Pound

Duchelos of Kt

Judith A. Baine*

Cole Lee Cizek
Sophia Suzanne Danie
Kristin Elizabeth Hardy***
Ashton L. Johnson

Alicia Lynn Komppa-Trahan*

[**

Christina Louise Shadid*
Tiffany M. Thomas
Jeffrey Allen Trout
Jessica Dawn Vernier***

Cheyenne Lee Woodward

Duchielis of Rfeience

Michael T. Abdon

Aaron R. Achipa

Draven Adkins-Jones
Sharee R. Aguirre

Jenan A. Alajaj

Jaren Thomas Alvarado
Allison C. Anderson*
Helen Benitez Arango***
Amanda K. Arbertha
Jayme L. Archer

Jasmine Raquelle Ashford
Shannon Denise Ashworth**
Joel David Bain

Myles Evatt Baker

Marita R. Barkus

Sarah Ann Barrett?
Jeffery A. BassA***
Kristian D. Bond
Geoffrey Michael Bottcher
Stephen Ray Bowman
Stuart James Purves Boyes
Shane P. Braig

Brian David Brasher*
Jerika L. Brown***
Robert Boyd BryanA**
Katherine E. Burch
Leonardo E. Caldera
Sam Logan Carroll**
Roger Wayne Clements
Lindsay C. Cobianchi*
Kristin Ann Collier
Ashley C. Collins**

Scott Wade Cooper
Angel M. Copley

Jason Carl Cox

Tchiozi Custodio Cruz
Chala R. Cummings

William Hampton Dameron*

Alexandre De Oliveira Da Silva**

Ricky Dent
Mark Edward Dillon
Emmanuel M. Dixon

Carlos Lealdino Domingos
Raynisha D. Drake*

Jeffrey K. L. Driver”
Lisa Jenette Dunbar
Ryan Dunn*
Christopher S. Dunshie
Kimberly Ann Duvall
Daniel Dwyer**
Valentina Kusanovic Dwyer
Jodesi Aviance Eaves
Meagan N. Ellis

Kandra Joann England**
Clinton Wayne Eversole
Alesia Flagg*

Emery L. Fleming**
Rebecca Ann Fletcher***
Saliena R. Foster

Randi Frailey

Brandy Frasco**

Gary Freeman

Crystal Dawn Garner
Jacob L. Gastelum*
Cynthia Ann Givens*
Jordan 1. Glover

Johnny Deon Goff
Chandra D@Mont Goldsby
Violeta Gonzalez
Matthew Elliott Goodwin
Rocio Esparza Granados
Xavier J. Graves

Luis Manuel Guerra
Haley Hackworth

Linda Evans Harper
Alicia E. Harris

Bryan Lee Herde**
Ruby Hernandez-Mejia
Dana Leigh Hickman/A***
Arielle R. Jackson

Joden Denzel Jackson
Brittany Carol Jenkins*
Jade Elizabeth Jenkins**
Wenella Lene’z Johnson
Clarence Jones IIT*
Sydney Jones*

Stacia D. Kelley**
Shayan Ali Khan
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Lance Lamptey

Cheryl Jane Langley
Nicole Ann Lohr**
James Arthur Love
Brianna N. Lucas

Peggy D. MarlarA**
Jose Rafael Marrufo
Ashley Mason

Hunter R. McElyea
Andrew Ryan Medico
Nancy S. Miller
Johnathan Milligan
Benjamin Moore
Jameliece J. Moore
Rebecca Morgan
Lauren Cherryse Morrison-Edwards
Nereida Munoz-Rivera
Steven A. Myers*

Kara Jolene Neal

Sara Catherine Nichols
Juan Felipe Obando
Jason Aaron Orr**
Carlene E. Osage Hernandez
Desirae S. Ozark
Amanda R. Perez-Vargas*
Marcelo Estevan Perez
Carrie A. Peterson

Stacy A. Pine**
Alexander M. Price
Ethan Profficc

Melana Teressa Rangel
Bora E Rasco?*

Renee R. Ratliff
Victoria Elaine Resch
Brett L. Rexroad

Erica Frances Reynolds®

Rena Rice

Joshua Hunter Robertson*
Garrett M. Robitaille
Lauren Ferne Runner™*
Brett Sandlan*

David L. Seay*

Jamie Beth Shults
Leonard T. Simmons 11
Ashley Paige Smith
James D. Smith

Ned G. Smith, Jr.***
Abby N. Sneed*
Brooklyn H. Sparkman
Khadijah Sabreen Spears
Nina Kay Springwater
Kevin Summerhill

Paul Nicholas Tate

EJ Taylor*

Noah Terry

Christina Dawn Thompson**

Kara Nicole Thompson*
Aubree J. Troyer**
Joshua Varner

Elyse Renae Walker*
Kenneth Mark Walls

Christopher Alan Weiszbrod

Jackie Lee Weltzheimer**
Sharon M. West

Jessica Areli Whisenhunt
Ashleigh Nicole White**
Erin E. Williams

Joshua D. Williams

Evan Nicholas Wilson

Christopher Andrew Winkler

Kimberly Ann Wysong
Taylor Brenton YorkA***
Douglas Lane Younts, Jr.
Jenna A. Zanotto

5
Kimberly Adkins
Hillary Diann Cantwell
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Chiffon Marie Anderson
Charles C. Bartusch

Carol Renee Basteri

Emily Laine Bernhard
Jeffrey A. Bianca

Keith D. Breckenridge
Kyle C. Butler

Chase Carpenter

Joscilyn Coleman

Kayla Denton

Kaleb Miles Dye
Catherine Sara Engelhard
Shalonda Renae Fields
Matthew Karl Franzmathes
Amy Louise Gilbert
Rodnecca Gill

Audra Marie Goar

Carlos L. Guzman

Carly Michael Hall

Jessica Hall

Amber D. Harden-Whitmer
Valerie Hardwidge-Hiett
Casie Harrington

William Henry Horton IV
Rodney W. Hutcheson
Grace Kimani

Eva Kathleen Lacroix
Donderek Lee Lane
Lisa LeClair

Cassandra Kathleen Marlar
Julie Mauntel

Melvin L. McGhee
Carlos S. Meeks

Lisa D. Meier
Samantha Jo Morgan
Larry Mowry

Jon D. Parker

Melvin T. Perry

Susan E.S. Robinson
Kaitlyn Renee Roed!l
Ashley Rogers-Edmonds
Cynthia E. Rose

Melissa Renee Rupprecht
Ryan T. Schaeffer
Lyubov L. Speegle
Matthew D. Stephens
Ryan B. Taffe

Heather Tirogiannis
Naomi Ward

Jennifer L. Weber
Brandy Ann Wheeler

@me%@mma Administration

Thorton Allen Barefoot
Brittany Batley

Regina Lynn Bays
Zachary Nolan Birkle
Freddy Borketey

Julie Ann Breitling
Jocelyn Brown

Amanda Burch

William K. Burleson
Derrick L. Carmouche
Christopher Kevin Cloke
Debbie Verenice Cooper
Jaquencia J. Covington
Joel D. Crawford

Ashley E. Crews

David P. Crow

Krystle M. Curry
Samuel Legus Brown Davis
Carrington Diggs
Shardul Hemantkumar Dingankar
Orlando L. Emery
Melvin Brian Ervin
Megan E. Fabian

Keyvan Goodarzian
Erika Renee Grady
Marco Grier

Elizabeth Jean Griffith
Sullivan M. Hausburg

Monique M. Henderson
Roy B. Howard

Elon Jacobs

Lori A. Joyner

Russell Kendrick

Darcie Morgan Kimbro
Anastasia Marie Leon-Prado
Crystal L. Lewis

Miranda Makenzie Liebman
Rodolfo Garcia Molina
Akesha D. Nash

Dawn Anne Nauman

Anh Ngo

Craig M. Nichols

Aaron James Nickell
Angela Delaine Palmer
Kim Hoa Pham

Maya Quinn

Ryan Reid

Rachel Christine Ridlen
Brent Allen Rogers

Joshua Craig Ross
William Ilustré Schmitz
Christina Donna Seymour
Donnice Raynell Smith
Helen Stasyszen-Jones
Rikki N. Stone

Etta L. Taylor
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Jeannie L. Taylor

Jerod Eugene Thompson
Jake Thornton

Kimberly Ann Vaughn
Amy A. Wade

Landon Joseph Walker

Sherrill Ann Whipple
Ondra . Wilson
Crystal Michelle Witt
Amanda Leah Woods
Dana M. Young

Whitney RedCorn Hall
Blake Stephan Howard

Hank Kao Moua

Ciara Berger

Sarah Christina Burnett
Adrianna R. Clark
Theresa Dirden

Richard L. Johnson
Sheridan Nicole Ray

Shana L. Sapp

Armond Silas

Meagan Michael Tompkins
Keshawn Rene Voegerl
Tracee De’anne Watley

Reuben Bellows, Jr.
Amara Boettler Detrick
Russell Bart Ermeling
Robbyn Glinsmann
Stephen Haynes

Jenny K. Jasper

Melissa A. Lewis

Cheri R. McKinney
Giovanni B. McKinney
Jason Eric Pittenger
Lena Renee’ Roodzant
Tammy Michele Sanders
Ginamarie Wright
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SOUTHERN NAZARENE UNIVERSITY

GOLDEN GRADS
We honor members of the Bethany Nazarene College Class of 1970 and 1971, who 50 years ago walked across
the Commencement stage to receive their diplomas. Each Golden Graduate has been presented with a special
commemorative medallion with the BNC & SNU seals. By honoring these Golden Grads, we signify the life-long
connection between our Alumni and this institution.

Class of 1970

Dr. David R. Arnold
Rev. Dwight W. Babcock
Dr. Lee W. Baker

Ellen M. Beckwith
William T. Carr

Janet Blesi Carr

Betty Weisinger Crow
Louis R. Gill Jr.

Carole Duncan Gill
Vicki Ballietr Gray

Dr. Donald R. Harvey
Jannas Manasco Harvey
Emilene Fuller Henson
Janet Morgan Hulsey
Diane Stroman Jackson
Melvin D. Jurgens
Linda Miller Jurgens
Rosa Luginbyl McCroskey
Carol Fortune Myers
Dr. Ronald L. Phelps
Rev. Terry G. Pierce
Robert R. Roper

Ruth Betty Schmidt
Ronnie A. Setliff

Carol Hinze Shepherd
Roger . Shepherd
Douglas L. Simmons
Steve W. Sledge
Montie E. Tims

Jerry A. Tucker

Raylene Klassen Tucker
Col. David D. Worcester

Class of 1971

Fred A. Beckwith, Jr.
Connie Sawyer Churchwell
Dr. Jim G. Cooper
Betty Pittenger Cooper
Phillip H. Cove

Richard E Crow

Carl E. Duey

Rev. Robert A. Hayes
Shural G. Knippers, Jr.
Charlotte Smith Loghry
Dr. Ray A. Loghry

Ann Miller Loper

Rita Lewis McClain
Ruth Pollard Nantze
Randy J. Overholt
Regena Parkhurst Randall
Val M. Ross

Rev. Duane C. Schmidt
The Hon. Larry D. Shaw
Stephen K. Stearman
Eileen Olson Tims

Linda Sneed Worcester
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MS. AMY DOWNS

Amy Downs was one of the last survivors to be pulled from the rubble of the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing in
which a total of 168 people were killed including 18 of her 33 co-workers. While buried alive and waiting to die,
she realized she had never really lived. Once freed from the rubble, Downs promised God she would never live her
life the same.

She began her career as a teller 33 years ago working for the Credit Union located in the Alfred P. Murrah Federal
Building. At the time of the bombing, Downs was a credit card loan officer who flunked out of college and
weighed more than 350 pounds. In the coming years, she'd not only lose weight but become a triathlete—and
even become an Ironman finisher. She went back to school and obtained her bachelor’s degree and then a Master
of Business Administration from Southern Nazarene University.

Amy is now CEO of the same credit union which was nearly destroyed in the bombing. She is also a speaker and
author of the book Hope is a Verb. Amy lives with her husband, Terry Head, in Yukon, OK. They spend their free
time riding bicycles, hiking, and kayaking.

DR. AMI SIEMS

Ami (Pryor) Siems graduated from Bethany Nazarene College in 1981 with a degree in Biology and pursued a
career in medicine immediately after. She has a Master’s degree in BioChemistry from OU Health Sciences and
earned her M.D. in 1988. Her medical practice specialty is family medicine.

Dr. Siems has volunteered as our Campus Physician from Fall ‘97 to the present. She has seen countless
students, staff, and faculty over the years and has enabled SNU to provide medical services without ever leaving
the Bethany campus. Additionally, Dr. Siems serves as the Medical Director for the Canadian County Health
Department, as well as the campus physician for the Canadian County Children’s Justice Center.

Every year, but especially during the Covid pandemic, SNU is deeply indebted to Dr. Ami for her endless hours
of testing, prevention and guidance as we served our students. Dr. Siems is a true LiveLast leader.

She currently serves on the church board at Bethany First Church of the Nazarene and has served in numerous
capacities at the church including Volunteer at Tulakes Clinic. Dr. Ami has served BFC Youth as mission trip

sponsor, youth softball coach, camp and retreat sponsor, and girls small group leader.

Ami has been married to Bill Dillard since 2000. They have 4 children between them and 3 grandchildren.

©

ACADEMIC MACE
The honor of Academic Mace Bearer is awarded by a faculty vote to a senior member of the SNU faculty in
recognition of dedicated service and outstanding qualities that exemplify the SNU motto “Character / Culture /
Christ.” Today the mace is carried by Kep Keoppel, Professor, School of Education. Dr. Keoppel has served full-
time as a SNU faculty member since 1981.

The academic mace traces its origins to the medieval battle mace and royal scepter and was adopted in the 14th
century as a symbol of the university’s ideals and commitment to learning. On ceremonial occasions at SNU, the
mace is carried by a senior faculty member at the head of the procession. For commencement exercises, the mace
is placed in its stand to signal the beginning of the ceremony and removed to mark the ceremony’s end.

The SNU academic mace made its inaugural journey in the May 2008 Commencement. It is crafted in walnut
from a tree that once grew on SNU’s campus, and the stand is made from wood salvaged from another historic
SNU building called The Tabernacle where early Nazarenes once worshipped. Both of these pieces of wood,
though cracked and flawed, were saved by the late Dr. Lyle Tullis, SNU Professor Emeritus of Sociology, whose
life and service impacted countless SNU colleagues and students. His son, Dr. K. J. Tullis, used this wood to craft
the mace.



HONORS AND REGALIA

Students graduating with high cumulative grade point averages are indicated in the candidate lists as follows.
Grade point averages for the most recent semester may or may not be included.

*Cum laude - cumulative GPA of 3.50 through 3.74
**Magna cum laude - cumulative GPA of 3.75 through 3.89
*#* Summa cum laude - cumulative GPA of 3.90 through 4.00

Hoods are unique to educational institutions and are vestments that identify the degree conferred and the
granting institution. Students receiving master’s degrees today are vested with a hood with the SNU colors
identified in the silk lining. The edging of the hoods shows the colors of degrees conferred today: drab for
Master of Business Administration, white for Master of Arts, golden-yellow for Master of Science, and light
blue for Doctor of Education.

Cords and medallions worn by degree candidates signify membership in honor societies, participation in

the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement program, participation in Student Support Services,
participation in the Presidential Leadership Scholar program, participation in the LiveLast service program or
completion of the SNU Honors Program. Military students and faculty are wearing red, white and blue cords
signifying their service.

DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
The Distinguished Achievement Award is an honor granted to students from each cohort in the School of
Professional Studies. Selection is based on outstanding scholarship and exceptional leadership within the
program and on recommendations by program directors, faculty and classmates. Recipients are identified with
the » symbol in the degree candidates list. This marks the 36th year for the presentation of these awards.

UNIVERSITY HONORS
The University Honors Award is an honor of special recognition chosen by the Board of Trustees. Each honor is
an expression of the values of Southern Nazarene University. In bestowing any of them, the Board of Trustees not
only recognizes an individual but also states publicly that the individual exemplifies SNU’s values. The Crimson
Award celebrates outstanding long-term service to SNU, to the SNU community, or to the Church of the
Nazarene.

COMMENCEMENT PERSONNEL
Faculty Marshals and the Office of Academic Affairs, in conjunction with other Commencement Planning
Committee members, are primarily responsible for the planning and coordination of Commencement
ceremonies. The Faculty Marshals serving today are Dr. Sylvia Goodman, Professor and Director, Kinesiology
Graduate Programs; Dr. Cathy Hutchings-Wedel, Professor and Director, Organizational Leadership, School
of Professional Studies; Dr. Loren McElroy, Associate Professor and Director, PTA Program; Dr. Tim Taylor,
Professor and Chair, School of Education; and Dr. Ron Wright, Professor, Department of Psychology and
Counseling.

University Marshals are students recognized for their outstanding academic performance among those
anticipating graduation in the coming academic year. These students are selected each year based on
cumulative credit hours and grade point averages. The following University Marshals are assisting the Faculty
Marshals during the December 2021 Commencement:

Jaime Acre Valerie Moutinho Ethan Thomason
William Heise Macie Joy Nantze Hannah Westrick
Madeline Hoffpauir Melanie B. Siems Preston Williams
Madeline Lynch Abigail Tardibono Patricia Wilson
IN EVENT OF EMERGENCY

* Announcements and/or instructions will be given by SNU platform personnel.
e Law enforcement officers and SNU security personnel are on site to assist.
* Be aware and give assistance to elderly, disabled and children.

* Elevators should not be used during emergency evacuation.

* Exits are located at the outer four corners of the Sawyer Center.
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Our mission is to make Christlike disciples
through higher education.





