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SOUTHERN NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
One Hundred Twenty-First Commencement

Saturday, May 11, 2024
Ten O’clock A.M.    Sawyer Center

*PROCESSIONAL
“Rigaudon” by Andrew Campa – Arr. Michael Allen

“Pomp and Circumstance” by Edward Elgar – Arr. Warren Wernick
Organ and Brass
Prof. Tim Marek 

Adjunct Professor, SNU School of Music
Dr. Ricky Spears

Assistant Professor, SNU School of Music
“Southern Brass”

SNU Brass Quintet

FLAG BEARERS
Putnam City Junior Air Force ROTC Detachment Color Guard

MACE BEARER
Dr. Anne Ghost Bear

Professor, SNU Professional and Graduate Studies

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Chuck Fountain

Chair, Board of Trustees

*INVOCATION
Dr. Tabitha Danley 

Member, Board of Trustees 
Parent of Graduate

GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Keith Newman
University President

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Rod and Susan Riley
SNU Class of 1997

HONORS AND RECOGNITIONS
Dr. Mark Winslow

Senior Vice President/Chief Academic Officer

HONORARY DOCTORAL DEGREES
Dr. Keith Newman

HONORARY ALUMNI AWARD
Dr. Keith Newman

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Dr. Mark Winslow

 
AWARDING OF DEGREES

Dr. Keith Newman

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES
Dr. Dennis Williams

Vice President of Academic Affairs 
College of Undergraduate Studies



ALUMNI INDUCTION 
GOLDEN GRAD RECOGNITION

Rev. Larry Morris
Vice President of University Relations 

*SNU ALMA MATER
Dr. Jim Graves

Associate Professor, SNU School of Music

*BENEDICTION
Rev. Ernest Trevino 

Member, Board of Trustees 
Parent of Graduate

 RECESSIONAL
“Rigaudon” by Andrew Campa – Arr. Michael Allen

Board of Trustees, faculty and platform personnel will recess in a line of march.  
Graduates and guests will be dismissed at the conclusion of the recessional.

 
GUEST DISMISSAL
Dr. Dennis Williams

*Audience please stand as you are able.

 
ALMA MATER 

Words: Adopted 1940; Revised by J. Michael Crabtree (1986), Music: H.S. Thompson (1857) 

VERSE 1 
Of all the schools in this fair land 
There’s one whose name we praise, 
She’s founded on ideals of right, 

To her our songs we raise. 
(to Chorus)

 
VERSE 2 

We’ll work for her, we’ll fight for her, 
Be loyal, brave, and true, 

We’ll bring her fame and grace her name 
In everything we do. 

(to Chorus) 

VERSE 3 
Though many ways our paths may lead 

When we from school depart, 
Let faith in God now burning bright 

Remain in every heart. 
(to Chorus) 

CHORUS 
Alma Mater, Alma Mater, 

Hail, all hail to you. 
Red and white stand for the light 

Of dear old SNU.



SOUTHERN NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
One Hundred Twenty-First Commencement

Saturday, May 11, 2024
Two O’clock P.M.    Sawyer Center

*PROCESSIONAL
“Rigaudon” by Andrew Campa – Arr. Michael Allen

“Pomp and Circumstance” by Edward Elgar – Arr. Warren Wernick
Organ and Brass
Prof. Tim Marek 

Adjunct Professor, SNU School of Music
Dr. Ricky Spears

Assistant Professor, SNU School of Music
“Southern Brass”

SNU Brass Quintet

FLAG BEARERS
Putnam City Junior Air Force ROTC Detachment Color Guard

MACE BEARER
Dr. Anne Ghost Bear

Professor, SNU Professional and Graduate Studies

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Chuck Fountain

Chair, Board of Trustees

*INVOCATION
Dr. Tamara Berg

SNU Class of 1991 
Member, SNU Foundation Board  

Parent of Graduate

GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Keith Newman
University President

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Rod and Susan Riley
SNU Class of 1997

HONORS AND RECOGNITIONS
Dr. Mark Winslow

Senior Vice President/Chief Academic Officer

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Dr. Mark Winslow

 
AWARDING OF DEGREES

Dr. Keith Newman

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES
Dr. Dennis Williams

Vice President of Academic Affairs 
College of Undergraduate Studies



ALUMNI INDUCTION 
Rev. Larry Morris

Vice President of University Relations 

*SNU ALMA MATER
Dr. Jim Graves

Associate Professor, SNU School of Music

*BENEDICTION
Jib Felter

SNU Class of 1989 
Spouse of Graduate

 RECESSIONAL
“Rigaudon” by Andrew Campa – Arr. Michael Allen

Board of Trustees, faculty and platform personnel will recess in a line of march.   
Graduates and guests will be dismissed at the conclusion of the recessional.

 
GUEST DISMISSAL
Dr. Dennis Williams

*Audience please stand as you are able.

ALMA MATER 
Words: Adopted 1940; Revised by J. Michael Crabtree (1986), Music: H.S. Thompson (1857) 

VERSE 1 
Of all the schools in this fair land 
There’s one whose name we praise, 
She’s founded on ideals of right, 

To her our songs we raise. 
(to Chorus)

 
VERSE 2 

We’ll work for her, we’ll fight for her, 
Be loyal, brave, and true, 

We’ll bring her fame and grace her name 
In everything we do. 

(to Chorus) 

VERSE 3 
Though many ways our paths may lead 

When we from school depart, 
Let faith in God now burning bright 

Remain in every heart. 
(to Chorus) 

CHORUS 
Alma Mater, Alma Mater, 

Hail, all hail to you. 
Red and white stand for the light 

Of dear old SNU.





Kimberly Adkins
Zayra M. Eguia
Tamar Galbraith
Anna Icenhower
Nefer Leon Ruiz
Allison Rose Oliver **

Esther Biak Hlei Par
Lily Catherine Rhodes **+

Colleen Annette Robinson
Sydney Sundbye ***+

Elizabeth Toal
Tram Vu











GOLDEN GRADS               
We honor members of the Bethany Nazarene College Class of 1974, who 50 years ago walked across the  
Commencement stage to receive their diplomas. Each Golden Graduate has been presented with a special  
commemorative medallion with the BNC & SNU Seals. By honoring these Golden Grads, we signify the  
life-long connection between our Alumni and this institution.  

Linda Hensley Anderson

Vangie Mueller Baxter

Jerry Bley

Rev. Bob Brown

Dr. Deb Brown

Greg Daniels 

Jan Dipboye-Collum

Dr. Carol Flinner Dorough

Dr. Terrell Earnest

Lorna Fike

Linda Weisinger Gibson

Lynn Green

Dr. Stephen Green

Dr. Mark Hamilton

Marlita McCully Haviland

Carolyn Repp Jaggers

Gerri Rogers Jantz

Jeff Jantz

Cyndi Burrows Lamb

Charlette Bronson Laughlin

Gary Lehman

Linda Dorough Lehman

Marcia Coody Leys

Rep. Kenny Marchant

Bobby Martin

Dan Matthews

Dr. Jan Hansell Matthews

Jane Andrews McClung

Roy McElrath

Dr. Harlan Moore

Dr. Becky Morsch

Vickie Wessels Morsch

Linda Caplinger Ommart

Mike Ommart

Rev. Mark Patredis

Jackie Twyeffort Peters

Dr. Cindy Bowman Peterson

Steve Peterson

Susan Vestal Potter

Steve Ray

Dr. Stephane Green Shellenberger

David Showalter

Karen Marks Showalter

Lt. Col. Donald Sides

Dr. Robert Smith

Rhonda Gilbert Spear

Shirley Ommart Speshock

Georgetta Emberton Stanford

Vickie Keeton Stearman

Rev. Edward Trusty

Kay Curry Wilson

 







ACADEMIC MACE                 
The honor of Academic Mace Bearer is awarded by a faculty vote to a senior member of the SNU faculty  
in recognition of dedicated service and outstanding qualities that exemplify the SNU motto  
“Character / Culture / Christ.”  

Today the mace is carried by Dr. Anne Ghost Bear, Professor of Professional/Graduate Studies and Director of 
SNU-Tulsa Campus. Dr. Ghost Bear has served full-time as an SNU faculty member since 2002.

The academic mace traces its origins to the medieval battle mace and royal scepter and was adopted in the 14th 
century as a symbol of the university’s ideals and commitment to learning. On ceremonial occasions at SNU, the 
mace is carried by a senior faculty member at the head of the procession. For commencement exercises, the mace 
is placed in its stand to signal the beginning of the ceremony and removed to mark the ceremony’s end.

The SNU academic mace made its inaugural journey in the May 2008 Commencement. It is crafted in walnut 
from a tree that once grew on SNU’s campus, and the stand is made from wood salvaged from another historic 
SNU building called The Tabernacle where early Nazarenes once worshiped. Both of these pieces of wood, 
though cracked and flawed, were saved by the late Dr. Lyle Tullis, SNU Professor Emeritus of Sociology, whose 
life and service impacted countless SNU colleagues and students. His son, Dr. K. J. Tullis used this wood to craft 
the mace.

HONORS AND REGALIA
Students graduating with high cumulative grade point averages are indicated in the candidate lists as follows. 
Grade point averages for the most recent semester may or may not be included.     

*Cum laude - cumulative GPA of 3.50 through 3.74
**Magna cum laude - cumulative GPA of 3.75 through 3.89

*** Summa cum laude - cumulative GPA of 3.90 through 4.00

Hoods are unique to educational institutions and are vestments that identify the degree conferred and the 
granting institution. Students receiving master’s degrees today are vested with a hood with the SNU colors 
identified in the silk lining. The edging of the hoods shows the colors of degrees conferred today: drab for 
Master of Business Administration, white for Master of Arts, golden-yellow for Master of Science, and light 
blue for Doctor of Education.

Cords and medallions worn by degree candidates signify membership in honor societies, participation in 
the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement program, participation in Student Support Services, 
participation in the Presidential Leadership Scholar program, participation in the LiveLast service program or 
completion of the SNU Honors Program. Military students and faculty are wearing red, white and blue cords 
signifying their service.

PRESIDENT’S AWARDS 
The President’s Award is the highest award given to one male and one female traditional, undergraduate SNU 
student selected by the faculty, staff, and administration of the University. The winners should demonstrate 
a commitment to Refining Character, Creating Culture, and Serving Christ through loyalty, cooperation, 
service, appreciation of learning, sportsmanship, and leadership, all through a Christlike example. The finalists 
are noted in the morning degree candidates list with the + symbol. The sculpture presented to recipients is 
entitled, “A Cup…in His Name” and was crafted by SNU alumnus Scott Stearman. Their names will be added 
to a plaque displaying names of recipients since 1940. This marks the 85th year for presenting this award.

DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
The Distinguished Achievement Award is an honor granted to students from each cohort in the School of 
Professional Studies. Selection is based on outstanding scholarship and exceptional leadership within the 
program and on recommendations by program directors, faculty and classmates. Recipients are identified with 
the ^ symbol in the degree candidates list. This marks the 38th year for the presentation of these awards.



Special appreciation to SNU Safety and Security, the SNU Alumni Association, SNU Facilities Management,  
and to the SNU Academy of Senior Professionals for their assistance with today’s ceremonies.

IN EVENT OF EMERGENCY
• Announcements and/or instructions will be given by SNU platform personnel.
• Law enforcement officers and SNU security personnel are on site to assist.

• Be aware and give assistance to elderly, disabled and children.
• Elevators should not be used during emergency evacuation.

• Exits are located at the outer four corners of the Sawyer Center.

COMMENCEMENT PERSONNEL
Faculty Marshals and the Office of Academic Affairs, in conjunction with other Commencement Planning 
Committee members, are primarily responsible for the planning and coordination of Commencement 
ceremonies. The Faculty Marshals serving today are Dr. Caio França, Associate Professor and Chair, Department 
of Biology; Dr. Sylvia Goodman, Professor and Director, School of Rehabilitation and Sport Sciences Graduate 
Programs; Dr. Cathy Hutchings-Wedel, Professor and Director, Organizational Leadership and Business 
Administration, School of Professional Studies; Dr. Melany Kyzer, Professor and Chair, Division of Cultural and 
Communications Studies; Dr. Loren McElroy, Professor and Director, Physical Therapist Assistant Program; Dr. 
Tim Taylor, Emeritus Professor and Chair, School of Education; Dr. Keith Toles, Associate Professor and Director, 
Business Graduate Programs; and Dr. Ron Wright, Professor, Department of Psychology and Counseling.

University Junior Marshals are among the highest academic ranking students in the Junior class. Junior 
Marshal is the highest collegiate honor attainable by a student from each academic area in the traditional 
undergraduate program. These students are selected by the faculty in the academic areas they represent. The 
following Junior Marshals assist Faculty Marshals in all official academic proceedings:

Hannah Bourbonnais
School of  Kinesiology

Kaley Brubaker
School of  Nursing

Chloe Brumage
School of  Theology & Ministry

Wendy Diaz
TRIO McNair Scholars

John Dilbeck
Departments of  Math, Physics, & Computer Science

Sarah Dodd
Department of History, Politics, & Law

Lauren Force
Division of Cultural & Communication Studies

Haley Good
School of Education

Keziah Grant
School of Music
Eli Reutlinger

Departments of Chemistry, Biology,  
& Environmental Science

Esther Sanderson
School of Business

Gemma Weir
Department of  Psychology & Counseling
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